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August is our annual Steak Fry (see last page for details) and Board elections.

Message from the President.........

Wow! Another year isgone. | wish to thank everyone for the support over the last year. A specia
thanks to your club officers. A lot of work goes on in the background by these people for the benefit
of the club. They did awonderful job. As| look back over my notesfor the year, | see some good
things, but there are other things that need work. The steak fry and elections are coming up. That will
be our meeting for the month of August. We need good club officers. Comeout vote and get your
steak. We will announce the winners of our club VHF contest. See detailsin the news letter. I'm
looking forward to the new year and new challenges.

Thanks,
Kim/KO7U

Hams a Bright Spot During Power Blackout

NEWINGTON, CT, Aug 15, 2003--When ablip on the electricity distribution grid August 14 took out power to at least a half
dozen states in the eastern US, many Amateur Radio operators were ready and able to provide whatever assistance they could.
Hardest hit were metropolitan areas like New Y ork City, Detroit and Cleveland. In New Y ork, residents and commuters found
themselves stranded in electricity-dependent elevators and subway or rail cars while visitors ended upstuck at airports, which
were forced to shut down. With the cellular telephone system overloaded or out altogether, the incident turned into atest of
Amateur Radio's capabilities to operate without commercial power.

"It wasagood drill," said New Y ork City-Long Island Section Emergency Coordinator Tom Carrubba, KA2D. But, he adds, it
was a cautionary tale too. "The lesson is that everybody gets alittle complacent,” he said. "Have emergency power backup
and make sureit'sworking!" Some repeatersin the blacked-out Greater New York City area--including the primary 147.000
"TAC 2" machine--were down, but several others remained on the air with emergency power.

By and large, Carrubba said, the system worked according to plan, and ARES members did what they were trained to do.

"It's going to show the worth of Amateur Radio," he said of the blackout response. "There were people on the air immedi-
ately."

Diane Ortiz, K2DO, the Public Information Coordinator for NY C-Long Island was one of them. When power went down in
her Suffolk County community, she started up an informal net on the Long Island Mobile Amateur Radio Club's 146.85 re-
peater. Over the next 20 hours or so, the net passed approximately 500 pieces of what Ortiz described as largely "health-and-
welfaretraffic." A lot of it was on behalf of individuals stuck in the city and needing to contact family members.

"Peopl e are getting on and helping," she said. In addition to handling messages, amateurs also relayed useful information,
such aswhich stores or filling stations were open and operating. Many radio and TV stations went dark as aresult of the
power failure, and hams were able to help fill the information void, Ortiz said.

Inthe Big Appleitself, ARES New York City-Long Island District Emergency Coordinator Charles Hargrove, N2NOV, re-
mained at the city's Red Cross Headquarters in Manhattan, where power was restored around 5 AM.

"There are some power fluctuations going on, and that is the main concern right now--that power may go off again,” Hargrove
told ARRL.

ARES support of Red Cross operations, which began yesterday, continues. ARES teams are providing communication for the
Red Cross Emergency Response Vehicles (ERVs) set up at main transportation centers in Manhattan--Grand Central Station,
Penn Station and at the Port Authority Terminal. ARES members also accompanied ERV's called into action to follow New

Y ork Fire Department personnel on more than two dozen fire calls.

Dididahdahdidit

Have a suggestion or question about the Club or Amateur Radio, send themto
W7SU@arrl.net and we will help find an answer.
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OARC Club Officers

President Nﬂ/*\(/;_r{‘/voé"a?:m o« | NTWLW | 731-0101
Vice President mikemfghﬂ;[?om WB7TSQ | 393-3912
Secretary DalasPedersen | WB7AKX| 392-0859
Treasurer Gary Hudman KB7FMS| 776-8219
1% Director | M %ecggr'mi kz70 | 731-7573
2" Director Sdl Sdlizar KD7JRX | 394-9157
Watts News MkGregg Moore |\ h7BpQ| 782-3064
gmoore@relia.net

License Testing

VEC Tegting

Theclub is sponsoring atest on Aug 26 at
McKay Dee Hospital. Contact Mary at 876-3905.

Selected Local Nets

Sun [8:00 p.m. | 146.62 | Repeater | APRS (Packet)
Sun [9:00 p.m. | 146.62 | Repeater UARC Info
Sun [8:30 p.m. | 146.90 | Repeater Satern Net
Tues |6:30 p.m. | 146.90 | Repeater Weber County
448.60 ARES
Wed [8:00 p.m. | 145.53 | Repeater Box Elder Net
Thurs |7:30 p.m. | 144.90 | Simplex | Weber North Region
ERRS
Thurs |7:00 p.m. | 147.04 | Repeater | Davis County Net

Those who would be willing to receive the “ Watts
News’ via Email please let us know. Send email to
“mkgmoor e@r elia.net”

WATTS NEWS

OARC Monthly Meeting

Weber County Sheriff’s Building
West 12th St.
Ogden

Place:

Time:
9:00 am.

OARC Breakfast
before Meeting

The Branding Iron
1310 Wl Ave
8:00am.

Place:

Time:
Next Meeting Agenda

Club meetings for the coming months include an-
other bunny hunt that will more challenging than
the last one (Sept 20) and a home brew show and
tell day in October or November. Get your projects
(antennas, radios, whatever) done in the next two
months so you can bring them to the club meeting.

Mike, KZ70 (kz7o@arrl.net)

Club Dues and Information

The Ogden Amateur Radio Club is anon-profit organization,
incorporated under the laws of the State of Utah. It isalso an
ARRL Specia Service Club. Membership is open to any per-
son interested in Amateur Radio. Full membershipisavail-
able only to those possessing an FCC issued license. Associ-
ated memberships are available to al others. For Watts News
subscription only. Membership to the club isfor one year,
payable anytime during the year.

Feesare asfollows:

Single membership $15.00
Each additional family member ~ $ 8.00
Associate membership $10.00
Send Duesto:
Ogden Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 3353
Ogden, Utah 84409-1353

3rd Saturday of each month (except thismonth)
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Hams a Bright Spot During Power Blackout Continued...

"After along night of operations, some ARES members went home to get somerest around 6 AM," Hargrove said.

RACES organizations activated in most Greater New Y ork City area counties after a state of emergency was declared. Some ARES teams--including afew across
the Hudson River in New Jersey--activated or remained on standby to help if called upon. In New Jersey, a net set up on a back-up repeater established communi-
cation with the Red Cross lead chapter's N2ARC in Princeton--staffed by members of Mercer County ARES/RACES--and other New Jersey ARC chapters.

The state of emergency included five countiesin northern new Jersey, said SEC Steve Ostrove, K2SO. He spent about four hours at the EOC in Elizabeth after
the blackout began. "The Elizabeth Police were impressed with the information | was able to provide," he said. The net stood down at about 10 PM after tele-
phone communication among the Red Cross chapters had been reestablished and power began to be restored.

In upstate New Y ork, Fred Stevens, K2FRD, says the situation reminded him of the 1964 power blackout in the eastern US. "Thisis an emergency communica-
tor's wildest fantasy: amajor power outage in which we can demonstrate our preparedness,” he said.

In his county, Chenango, ARES has been activated and the local EOC is staffed by Amateur Radio operators and the Chenango Amateur Radio Emergency Ser-
vice net is up and running with stations on battery power and standing by. "We are ready for whatever might happen," Stevens said.

Comments posted on the HamsEF reflector by Ken Davis, KB2KFV, who's president of the Rensselaer, New Y ork, County ARES/RACES Club reflected that
attitude.

"It seems that the amateurs were better prepared than the government sector,” he said. "Amateurs in this areawere up and on the air before there was any response
from local government." Davis said Rensselaer County EC and Chief RACES Officer Jim Noble, K2ZP, activated ARES and mustered a net on the Troy Radio
Club RACES repeater, requesting stations to standby and monitor the frequency for updates.

Michigan and Ohio

Michigan Section Manager Dale Williams, WABEFK, reports scattered ARES activationsin his state. Williams, who lives in Dundee south of Detroit, was with-
out power this morning and relying on his emergency generator. "It could be another 48 hours before power is restored,” he said. Some ARES teams in Michigan
were providing assistance to emergency operations centers and to the Red Cross, because the relief agency's telephone system relies on commercial power. Nets
have been brought up on both HF and VHF frequencies.

In Ohio, Section Emergency Coordinator Larry Rain, WD8IHP, reports that all ARES organizations in northern Ohio were activated after the power grid went
down. Still going strong are ARES teamsin Cleveland and Akron--both still without power. "ARES is handling communication support for Ohio Emergency
Management in the affected cities and communities," Rain said. Power has been restored in Toledo, however.

Rain reports a power surge that occurred when the electricity came back on disrupted the Richland County Hospital's telephone system. "Amateur Radio was
there to provide back-up communication until 4:30 this morning," he said. Ohio VHF and UHF nets and the Ohio SSB net on HF have been handling blackout-
related traffic.

Nancy Hall, KC4lY D--who lives 20 miles west of Cleveland--said she's glad of two things: That she had taken the ARRL Emergency Communications Level |
class, and that she and her husband have an emergency generator. "We used it to run the fridge for about two hours and then used it to run the 2-meter rig and HF
rig to listen to the ARES nets," she said.

She said shejust received afollow-up survey on the emergency communications class that asked if she had used any of the information she learned.

"I can now say, 'yes," said Hall, who noted that she's now signed up for the Level 11 class.

"I will again highly recommend them to anyone who wants to learn more about emergency communication.”

She and her husband also made use of their BayGen windup radio to listen to local broadcasts. "We also own a hand-crank flashlight," she added.

She said the family put aside drinking water early in the blackout--which turned out to be agood thing, because their community's emergency generator was only
good for about two hours to run the water supply's pumps.

"I haveto say that being a ham and knowing about emergency preparedness did make life easier for me and my family,"” Hall said.

New England

New England states were far less affected by the blackout since most operate on an altogether different power grid than the one that failed. New England area
ARES/RACES operators were in standby mode after the blackout rippled through the system to the south and west. Only Connecticut and sections of Western
Massachusetts reported significant outages, and ARES nets activated in both states.

ARRL Eastern Massachusetts PIC Jim Duarte, N11V, reports the ARES/RACES response in the Bay State was "quick and organized, showing that our recent
drills and training sessions have proved beneficial ."

Western Massachusetts SM Bill Voedisch, W1UD, reports the Leominster EOC was activated on a standby basis. Although he is equipped with a diesel-powered
generator to supply his house and ham shack, his part of Massachusetts suffered no power |osses.

Parts of Berkshire County in extreme westemn M assachusetts suffered from the blackout, although power was restored fairly promptly there. Bill Sexton, N1IN/
AAR1FP, an Army MARS member, said his emergency power capability permitted him to run his station and maintain e-mail contact.

"We had the Northeast SHARES (National Communications System HF Shared Resources Program) up and running cross-country on a Condition Two readiness
alert," Sexton said. He reports that when he called in on the SHARES channel, a MARS station in Nebraska responded to say he was ready to handle any relays.
"The experience proved once gain the great strength of ham radio in an emergency,” Sexton said. "It is self-starting, and it is everywhere." --Seve Ewald, WV1X,
contributed information for this story

Weber County A.R.E.S.
Meetstime 3rd Saturday of each month @ 10:30 am.

We helped at the Evergreen Fire. Sheriff Slater very pleased with WCCT/ARES. repeater 448.575 pl
100 htz. All ARES members should be ARRL members.
Thanks SAL.




An extra addition to the Watts News
August Steak Fry

August 30, 6pm at Shady Lane Park in Pleasant View.
See map below for directions

The club will provide a steak for al paid members. Y ou can pay at the club meeting. All
dues are due this month. All club members will be contacted to find out if you are coming
so that we buy the right amount of steaks. If you want extras let the person know that
calsyou. Or if you are a non member of the club and want to come, let one of the
officers know and they will make those arrangements for a steak for you. See the contact
information on the second page of the Watts News. Extra steaks will be about $5. Or you
can bring your own stuff to cook.

Bring a dish of something (salad, desert, or whatever) to share with others.

If you want to try to peddle (sell) something at the dinner, bring it. Everyone likes to ook
at people's stuff (even if it isjunk).

Elberta Drive
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