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October 2008
From the President’s Shack

Some of you may remember the days when we had to log every radio contact that we made. For me those
logs have been a valuable resource to look back on when | transposed my written entries onto a computer
logging program or showed my grandkids some of the great contacts | had made. Remind me to tell you
sometime about my first two QSOs as a new Novice back in 1961. | have them faithfully recorded in my log
book.

Darryl Hazelgren, K7UT, was our speaker for the October meeting. He spoke on Log Book of the World
and logging in general. | was very impressed with his presentation. | had planned to put my contacts onto
the Log Book of the World from clear back in the ‘60s but it would have been a long shot for anyone to
benefit from any of my contacts. Most users of the logbook rely on it for confirming CONTESTING contacts
etc. All my old written logs showed every transmission | had attempted (say 13 CQs with no answers
before | finally got a QSO to log). When submitting to the on-line service | would only need to include actual
QSOs, not my many attempts. The excellent program/meeting was followed by a van load of four members
going to the Logan fairgrounds to catch the end of the Bridgerland Radio Club’s swap meet. Everyone
came away with some good stuff and for lunch before heading back we finished off the rolls and juice that
was left-over from the meeting.

On another subject...Shortwave listening can be interesting. | have an anniversary edition of the old
Grundig 960 shortwave receiver in my bedstead. It is a look-a-like and not as good as the original, but it
does well on the shortwave bands with decent fidelity. | have a wire antenna in the attic broadside East-
West.

| quite often get into bed early, turn out the lights and tune the bands. Most SW stations nowadays are all
religious and in the case of WWCR that | stopped at, Dr. E.C. Fulcher, Jr. was explaining their shortwave
listeners club. Membership is free, but you are required to monitor 3.215 MHz Monday through Friday at
10:00 PM local at least once a month and phone or write in a signal/frequency report. He says you don't
have to listen to his preaching, just give a signal report. When | got my membership package in the mail
there was a contribution envelope, but any sent in would be used for spreading the good word only. My
membership card says | am number 1423-223-WIC. Dr. Fulcher can also be found on 12.160 MHz on
Sundays at 2:00 PM local. | have not tried this frequency yet because | am in Church . | will be getting
an occasional newsletter and suggestions of radios to use and circuits to try. It is quite elementary in
nature, but is interesting enough to wet my appetite for shortwave listening again. Their website is
www.truthhouse.org. | have not yet checked that one out.

TNX Kent, WA7AHY



November 2008
From the President’s Shack

The onset of cold weather finds me in a rush to batten down the hatches before winter
really gets here. All the lawn furniture, etc., must be stored and covered, the garden must
be roto-tilled and the once green tomatoes on our inside window sills must be eaten.

What about getting ready for a ham radio winter? | put up the wire for a big loop antenna
last fall and promised myself that | would cut in the coax this past summer so | could do it
more comfortably in the warm weather. Well, | put it off and now find myself trying to
finish it in the cold. | have lots of excuses. This brings up a good point however, and that
is, how can we get ready for winter so that our radio shack is comfortable and wife
approved clean, our radios are in good operating order and our antennas are ready for
the snow load.

| heard a report at our last meeting that sunspots have been seen and we may finally be
inching up the slope of the next 11-year cycle. We could order some Kits to build by the
fireplace this winter or order a new book on electronics and radio to read while tucked in
the covers before falling asleep. You could get out the engineering pad and draw up
some plans to install a solar power (November meeting’s subject) system in the spring.

At Thanksgiving, be appreciative that your wedding anniversary isn’t on the field day
weekend (as is mine). How about putting a receiver by your bed so you can listen for
band openings and, oh yes, be sure and get the furnace filter replaced or cleaned. Happy
cold weather hamming!

TNX Kent, WA7ARHY
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Comcast Partially Blocking arrl.net Forwarding Serv ice (Nov 6, 2008) -- ARRL has been
notified that Comcast, one of the largest cable providers in the country, has been blocking e-mail
traffic from one of the servers that processes messages for the arrl.net E-mail Forwarding Service.
This has resulted in a disruption of service to more than 5500 ARRL members who have their
callsign@arrl.net e-mail forwarded to a Comcast.net e-mail address. According to ARRL Chief
Financial Officer Barry Shelley, N1VXY, ARRL has been in contact with Comcast and has
convinced them to remove the blockage. "Their actions have caused a significant backlog of
messages which will take the next several hours to clear,” Shelley said. "Unfortunately, messages
that were bounced will need to be resent." ARRL apologizes for any inconvenience.

ARRL VEC Announces Exam Fee Increase (Nov 6, 2008) -- On November 6, The ARRL VEC
announced that as of January 1, 2009, the fee to take an ARRL Volunteer Examiner (VE)-
administered Amateur Radio license exam will increase by $1, from $14 to $15. According to ARRL
VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, ARRL VE teams may retain up to $7 of this fee to directly
reimburse their teams' out-of-pocket examination expenses; currently, VE teams keep $6. This is
the first time in four years that the examination fee has been adjusted.

The K7RA Solar Update (Oct 31, 2008) -- Solar Cycle 24 is slowly building momentum. We saw
sunspots for eight days in a row -- October 10-17 -- then 12 days of no spots. Another sunspot --
number 1007 -- appeared on October 30 from Solar Cycle 24. It is a high latitude sunspot and may
provide some fun for this weekend's 75th running of the ARRL CW Sweepstakes.



ARRL - Section News - by Mel Parks NM7P

3 % %; (.

<%

%
% %

K

I

6 K '36K
I 6

0J'0112 O;EF

%
%
% %
%
<
1211 /F11

1 %% 4
% <

K6 -
'$. ! <
% %
% % -L #
% '123< % !
4 % %
% D)
= A <
%
%AC -. -
' 111/1IM =) -
%
<% =
% =)
A | % K< !
% K
%
%
4 4 %
, < 01/0
+ 01/1'
% % <
< %
<
% < 4
.8 % 4
< % H
; 36 KO 36 KO A4
< C
% %
N <



By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

About a week ago, | got an e-mail from a ham down in Texas who had attended the Maker Faire (makerfaire.com).
"Makers" are people who love to tinker and make things. They even have their own magazine, Make
(www.makezine.com).

He was amazed at the lack of any amateur radio content. He wrote, "The Maker Faire was unbelievable. Incredible
stuff. Pedal powered carnival rides, robots, computer drive routers, kits. Outside of a table with a Vectronics kit, and a
license manual, and a QRP book, the only radio stuff was from a pirate radio group.”

I'm kind of amazed at this as well. It just goes to show how disconnected amateur radio is getting from the mainstream.
These are exactly the kind of people we want to get interested in amateur radio, yet there was no one there
representing us.

Ham radio needs to be at these events and get plugged into the "maker community." The Faire has not yet released
attendance figures for this particular Faire, but more than 65,000 people attended the Faire held in May 2008. Dayton,
with its attendance of about 20,000, looks anemic by comparison.

| blogged about this back in May

(http://kb6nu.com/why-cant-dayton-be-more-like-the-maker-faire/). One of the things | suggested then is moving Dayton
to some place like Austin.

Seriously, if you were a new, young ham, where would you rather go, Dayton, OH or Austin, TX? Let's be real here.

And can there be a worse place for an event than Hara Arena? The parking lot, where they hold the flea market looks
like a mine field, and it usually rains, making the flea market a wet, unpleasant experience. Is it any wonder that fewer
and fewer vendors choose to haul stuff out there?

Some of us older hams might fondly reminisce about the bargain we found while traipsing around wearing a trash-bag
poncho, but a story like that is not going to resonate with new hams.

Please don't get me wrong. | don't mean to badmouth the Dayton Amateur Radio Association or the Hamvention. |
actually think that they do a great job, all things considered. I'm just pointing out that if ham radio wants to again be part
of the mainstream, we have to get with the program.

Unfortunately, that program probably won't be at the Hara Arena.

Ham radio has got to figure out how to latch onto the Maker phenomenon. At the very least, the ARRL should have a
booth at the next one, and in addition to all the books and t-shirts, they need to come up with some kind of demo or
display to attract makers into ham radio. | don't know what exactly, but I'm willing to start talking about it.

This phenomenon might also be a boon for clubs who hold hamfests. Just as the computer craze turned ham swaps
into ham and computer swaps in the 80s, perhaps ham clubs could turn their hamfests into a combination hamfest and
Maker Faire in their communities.

As | said earlier, Makers are exactly the kind of people we want in ham radio. Let's go out and get them.

When Dan's not pontificating about ham radio, you'll find him working CW on 40m, teaching ham classes, or running for
the ARRL Board of Directors. Read more by going to www.kb6nu.com. Send e-mail to cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
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146.820- | OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk
448.600- | OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 147.120+ | UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk
449.100- UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk
146.900- | OARC 123.0 Little Mtn 449.500- UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk
“Talk-in" (w/auto patch) ATV UARC Ch-58 | Farnsworth Pk
448.575- | OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 127020+ T DcARe T 1230 A 5
(w/auto patch) ' : ntelope Is

447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope sl
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake

145.290- UBET 123.0 Brigham City
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol
146.640- BARC none Logan
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon

145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt

146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt

448.825- | IRLP/Echo | 123.0 Clearfield City
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak

147.360+ Summit 100.0 Lewis Peak
County
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt

Utah Beehive net HF

7.272 Mh#HF LSB

Daily @ 07:30 PM mt

Utah Code net HF

3.570 MhAHF CW

Daily @ 02:00 UTC

Utah Farm net HF

3.937 MhzHF LSB

Sunday @ 8:45 AM

Ogden OIld Timers HF net

7.193 MhAHF LSB

Sunday @ 7:30 PM

UBET ARC

145.430.23.0 (training net)

Sunday @ 8:30 PM

SATERN Net

149®- 123.0

Sunday @ 9:00 PM

Morgan Co Net

147.060 = simplex

Sunday @ 9:00 PM

UARC Info net

146.620- no PL tone required

Monday @ 9:00 PM

2-meter SSB net

144.250 Mh2-meter USB

Tuesday @ 8:00 PM

Weber ARES

448.600 - 123.0

Tuesday @ 8:00 PM

VHF Society Swap

147.120 6010

Tuesday @ 9:00 PM

Bridgerland ARC

147.260 + BB

Wednesday @ 8:00 PM

UBET ARC

145.290-, 14304, 448.300- (all 123.0)

Wednesday @ 8:30 PM

CSERG

145.770 simplex

Wednesday @ 9:00 PM

No. Utah 10m HF net

28.313 MhaF USB

Wednesday @ 9:00 PM

6-meter SSB net

50.125 Migzmeter USB

Thursday @ 6:30 PM

Davis Co Elmers Net

147.040 + 123.00ew Hams

Thursday @ 7:00 PM

Davis ARES

147.420simplex

Thursday @ 8:00 PM

Weber State ARC

146.820 - 3D (coming soon)

Thursday @ 8:00PM

RACES State VHF

145.490 23.0, 146.680 - 123.0
3" Thursday - even months only

Thursday @ 9:00PM

Wasatch Back Net

147.360 ©0.0

Saturday @ 8:00AM mst

RACES State HF

3.920 MtHF LSB
3" Saturday — odd months only

Saturday @ 11:00AM mst

QCWA net HF

7.272 MhHF LSB
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