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Morton David Sparks (sk) 
 
(August 4, 1942 - April 27, 2009)  
 
CLEARFIELD –  
 
Morton David Sparks, 66, passed away 
 
Monday, April 27, 2009 at his home, 
 
after a valiant battle against cancer. 

 
He was born August 4, 1942 in Kaysville the son of Lowell Leland and June Morton Sparks. 

Morton graduated from Davis High School and received his Masters Degree in Public 
Administration from BYU.  

Morton married Carolyn Lee Bennett on August 6, 1965 in the Logan LDS Temple.  

He served in the Army National Guard. Morton was an Ogden City Police Officer, Layton City 
Police Officer and retired as Chief of Police for Clearfield City. After retiring he worked as the 
Emergency Manager for Clearfield City.  

He was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He served a mission 
in Northern California, and served as a Bishops Counselor, Bishop, Counselor in the Stake 
Presidency and was currently the Stake Patriarch.  

Morton enjoyed Ham radio, flying his Powered Parachute, 4-wheeling, camping, mountain 
manning, woodcarving, and spending time with his family at his cabin in Idaho.  

Surviving are his wife, children, Jessica and Kevin Allred, Sherry and Jon Todd, Tammy and 
Brandon Thueson, sisters, Judith Warner, Melanie Williams, 11 grandchildren, Keith, Savannah 
and Alexa Allred; Chelsie and Kade Nimori; Blake, Jordan and Amberly Todd; Bailey, Kayla and 
Hannah Thueson.  

Preceded in death by parents and brother Michael Sparks.  

Funeral services will be held Saturday, May 2, 2009 at 11 a.m. at the Clearfield South Stake 
Center, 2186 So. 125 W. Friends and family may call Friday from 5 to 8 p.m. at Lindquist’s 
Layton Mortuary, 1867 No. Fairfield Road and Saturday from 9:30 to 10:30 at the church.  

Interment, Farmington City Cemetery.  
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From the President’s Shack 
May 2009 
 
I saw this license plate on an old Ford van a number of years ago in California …WA2MANY. This past 
weekend while at a motel in Flagstaff, Arizona I saw another strange plate, this time from 
Texas…WSG6DV.  I did a double take on both of them because they looked like amateur plates, but 
something seemed wrong and funny at the same time. 
 
I found out that both, of course, were non-ham license plates.  The old van had a roof expansion built on to 
the regular van roof so it could be used as a camper like the VW pop-top van.  I suspect the owner had 
more kids than would fit in it on a vacation campout.  I met the owner of the Texas vehicle.  He was a 
disabled Vietnam Marine veteran…the DV at the end meant disabled veteran. Both appeared at first to be 
ham license plates that would normally prompt an eyeball QSO.  In the case of the Texas vehicle, I did get 
a chance to visit with the owner.  He volunteered that he had been a CB’er in his earlier years and was a 
member of the teardrop club. 
 
For years now, while on auto trips, I play my version of the license plate game.  I try to identify as many US 
states and Canadian provinces, and other license plates on a 3 x 5 card.  I keep track of each trip and 
tabulate my scores to find out which are the hardest states to see etc.  You might think that I will be talking 
about keeping good logs of all our radio contacts, but I already did that a month or so ago.  What I am trying 
to say this month, is to be aware of other ham licensees around you.  Try to leave one of the club’s eyeball 
QSO business cards under their windshield wipers or just try to talk to them and invite them to our meetings 
and activities.  The OARC business/QSL cards have our club’s website on it, in hopes they will check it out 
and show up to our meetings.  In other words, reach out to others and help bring the ham radio experience 
to the forefront of their lives. 

I plan on having some of the club website handout cards at the meeting on Saturday 16 May 09.  Pick some 
up and put them in your wallet or purse to keep at the ready in case you see a ham plate in a parking lot 
somewhere.  While at the meeting, listen to the speaker. John Lloyd, K7JL. He is the current Frequency 
Coordinator for the Utah VHF Society.  In this position, John is the clearinghouse for repeater information 
and frequency utilization within the state of Utah for the amateur VHF, UHF, and microwave bands.  More 
than a third of a century of field experience gives John an extensive knowledge equipment operation, repair, 
and modification, as well as practical knowledge pertaining to propagation and the identification and 
resolution of interference issues.  

TNX,     Kent Gardner, WA7AHY
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Deep Solar Minimum  04.01.2009
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146.820- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
448.600- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
    
146.900- OARC 

“Talk-in” 
123.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
448.575- OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
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146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk  
147.120+ UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk  
449.100-  UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk 
449.500-  UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk 
ATV  UARC Ch-58 Farnsworth Pk 
    
147.040+ DCARC 123.0 Antelope Isl  
447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope Isl  
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake  
    
145.290- UBET  123.0 Brigham City 
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
    
146.640- BARC none Logan 
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt 
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
    
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
    
145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
448.825- IRLP/Echo 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak 
    
147.360+ Summit 

County 
100.0 Lewis Peak 
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt Utah Beehive net HF 7.272 Mhz  HF LSB   
Daily @ 07:30 PM mt Utah Code net HF 3.570 Mhz  HF CW 
Daily @ 02:00 UTC Utah Farm net HF 3.937 Mhz  HF LSB 
   
Sunday @ 8:45 AM Ogden Old Timers HF net 7.193 Mhz  HF LSB 
Sunday @ 7:30 PM         UBET ARC           145.430 - 123.0 (training net) 
Sunday @ 8:30 PM         SATERN Net           145.900 - 123.0   
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         Morgan Co Net             147.060 = simplex 
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         UARC Info net             146.620- no PL tone required 
   
Monday @ 9:00 PM 2-meter SSB net 144.250 Mhz  2-meter USB 

    
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM  Weber ARES 448.600 - 123.0 
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM      VHF Society Swap 147.120 + 100.0 
Tuesday @ 9:00 PM      Bridgerland ARC 147.260 + 103.5 
   
Wednesday @ 8:00 PM UBET ARC         145.290-, 145.430-,  448.300- (all 123.0) 
Wednesday @ 8:30 PM CSERG           145.770  simplex 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM No. Utah 10m HF net 28.313 Mhz  HF USB 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM 6-meter SSB net 50.125 Mhz  6-meter USB 
   
Thursday @ 6:30 PM      Davis Co Elmers Net        147.040 + 123.0 New Hams 
Thursday @ 8:00 PM      Weber State ARC 146.820 - 123.0 (coming soon) 
Thursday @ 8:00PM       State RACES VHF/IRLP 145.490 - 123.0, 146.680 - 123.0  

3rd Thursday - even months only  
Thursday @ 8:30 PM      Davis ARES        147.420 = simplex 
Thursday @ 9:00PM       Wasatch Back Net 147.360 + 100.0 
   
Saturday @ 8:00AM mst       RACES State HF 3.920 Mhz HF LSB  

3rd Saturday – odd months only 
Saturday @ 11:00AM mst       QCWA net HF 7.272 Mhz HF LSB  
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