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FEMA Admin Praises Hams 

 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 

 
 
At the Earthquake Communications Preparedness Forum , held on Tuesday, May 3, 
2011 in Washington, DC, FEMA Administrator, Craig F ugate, had some kind words 
to say about ham radio. He noted that ham radio rea lly is valuable “when all 
else fails.” 
 
The Web page describing the conference < http://www.fcc.gov/event/earthquake-
communications-preparedness-forum > has a video of all the talks given at the 
conference. Fugate’s remarks begin at the 18:45 mar k. His remarks about 
amateur radio start at about 29:20. 
 
I think it's great that the head of FEMA thinks so highly of hams. Before you 
get all excited about this, though, listen to all o f Fugate’s comments. He 
has some interesting comments about all of the diff erent ways that responders 
gather information and provide information to the p ublic in an emergency. I 
think listening to all of the remarks will help giv e those of you who are 
involved with emergency communications more of an o verall perspective, and 
may even help you evolve our role into something th at’s more useful in the 
future. 
 
At one point, for example, Fugate held up a cell ph one and told the audience 
to think of this device as both a data point and a sensor. Folks with cell 
phones can help emergency responders by sending vid eo and audio of the 
situation, preparing the responders for what to exp ect when they do arrive. I 
don't know how many ARES/RACES groups have incorpor ated video into their 
emcomm plans, but it sounds like it should be. 
 
Also important, says Fugate, is a solid knowledge o f communities, local 
geography, and place names. I'm not sure if that's normally a part of emcomm 
training, but it sounds like it should be. 
 
I'll be the first to admit that I'm not an emergenc y communications geek, so 
perhaps I'm talking through my hat. It seems to me,  however, that it's 
important to listen to what guys like Fugate are sa ying and work with them to 
make amateur radio even more relevant and useful in  emergency situations. 
 
 
=================================================== ====================== 
 
When he's not pondering the state of ham radio, you 'll find KB6NU teaching 
classes; working on WA2HOM, the ham radio station a t Ann Arbor's Hands-On 
Museum ( www.wa2hom.org ), or operating CW on the HF bands. You'll find his  
blog at www.kb6nu.com , or you can e-mail him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 
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146.820- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
448.600- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
    
146.900- OARC 

“Talk-in” 
123.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
448.575- OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
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146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk  
147.120+ UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk  
449.100-  UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk 
449.500-  UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk 
ATV  UARC Ch-58 Farnsworth Pk 
    
147.040+ DCARC 123.0 Antelope Isl  
447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope Isl  
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake  
    
145.290- UBET  123.0 Brigham City 
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
    
146.640- BARC none Logan 
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt 
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
    
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
    
145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
448.825- IRLP/Echo 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak 
    
147.360+ Summit 

County 
100.0 Lewis Peak 
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt Utah Beehive net HF 7.272 Mhz  HF LSB   
Daily @ 07:30 PM mt Utah Code net HF 3.570 Mhz  HF CW 
Daily @ 02:00 UTC Utah Farm net HF 3.937 Mhz  HF LSB 
   
Sunday @ 8:45 AM Ogden Old Timers HF net 7.193 Mhz  HF LSB 
Sunday @ 7:30 PM         UBET ARC           145.430 - 123.0 (training net) 
Sunday @ 8:30 PM         SATERN Net           145.900 - 123.0   
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         Morgan Co Net             147.060 = simplex 
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         UARC Info net             146.620- no PL tone required 
   
Monday @ 9:00 PM 2-meter SSB net 144.250 Mhz  2-meter USB 
    
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM  Weber ARES 448.600 - 123.0 
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM      VHF Society Swap 147.120 + 100.0 
Tuesday @ 9:00 PM      Bridgerland ARC 147.260 + 103.5 
   
Wednesday @ 8:00 PM UBET ARC         145.290-, 145.430-,  448.300- (all 123.0) 
Wednesday @ 8:30 PM CSERG           145.770  simplex 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM No. Utah 10m HF net 28.313 Mhz  HF USB 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM 6-meter SSB net 50.125 Mhz  6-meter USB 
   
Thursday @ 6:30 PM      Davis Co Elmers Net        147.040 + 123.0 New Hams 
Thursday @ 8:00 PM      Weber State ARC 146.820 - 123.0 (coming soon) 
Thursday @ 8:00PM       State RACES VHF/IRLP 145.490 - 123.0, 146.680 - 123.0  

3rd Thursday - even months only  
Thursday @ 8:30 PM      Davis ARES        147.420 = simplex 
Thursday @ 9:00PM       Wasatch Back Net 147.360 + 100.0 
   
Saturday @ 8:00AM mst       RACES State HF 3.920 Mhz HF LSB  

3rd Saturday – odd months only 
Saturday @ 11:00AM mst       QCWA net HF 7.272 Mhz HF LSB  
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