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January 2009

The New Year is upon us. My birthday has come and gone, my car tires aren’t much good
in the snow and my TV antenna is about to be made obsolete, but | saved a bundle of
money on my two digital TV converter boxes by getting my government coupons ordered
and received before the Feds ran out of money.

By getting my two coupons which is the maximum that you can receive under the
program, | saved $80.00. The converters were $49.87 each and the coupons were for
$40.00 each, so | paid only $19.87 for the both of them.

By attending the Davis and Ogden club’s joint swap-meet last year, | was also able to get
in on a little-known secret. Another ham had brought his converter setup with a small
receiver and was demonstrating it. He told us that we should get converters with a “pass-
through” capability. The idea being that some low power TV stations did not have to
change to all digital. So, if all the high power stations made the switch and we still wanted
to watch a low power station, the pass through switch would allow both.

To top things off, | am on Dish Network so | don’t need the converters at all. My ham
shack though is where my TV antenna with rotator is. | had planned to do some TV
DXing...in the old days | have received WBAY-TV Channel 3 in Green Bay, Wisconsin
and CWBT-TV Winnipeg, Canada...but now those days are about over. Digital signals
have a shadow effect, may be moving to UHF, etc.

What | am getting to, is that we all need to attend our upcoming club meeting. Aaron
Farr, W7HJK, will be on hand to answer our questions about the government mandated
changeover from analog to digital television. He has a solid background in broadcast TV
and Radio and will walk us through some of the details that have been nagging us as we
see the date approaching rapidly. The date, as it stands now, is Tuesday 17 February
2009. There are some rumblings that the new president will delay this to allow for the
converter program to be properly funded. We will have to wait and see. | hope to see you
all at the meeting at the Riverdale Fire Station at 9:00 AM Saturday 17 January. | have
confirmed with them that construction has been completed and it is okay for us to meet
there again.

TNX Kent, WA7AHY
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EMERGING HAM TECHNOLOGY: A TRANSMITTER FROM A CFL

How would you like to build a transmitter from the remains of one of those compact fluorescent
light bulbs? Well one ham has and his work is fast becoming the talk of the Internet. Graham Kemp
VK4BB, is here with the details:

Turn a 'low energy' light bulb into an 80m transmit ter!

'‘Low energy' light bulbs are renowned for causing r adio interference but they can be put to good
use. A website describes how to turn one into atra  nsmitter for the Amateur Radio 80m band.

Michael Rainey, AA1TJA's website describes how to ¢ onvert a compact fluorescent lamp -- in this
case a TriMax Electronic Fluorescent Lamp -- into a 1.5 Watt QRP CW transmitter for 3.5 MHz.
Indeed, Michael goes on to say "a perfectly service  able transmitter may be constructed!

The only additional components required were the qu artz crystal, and four of the five components
needed for the output low-pass filter. The resultin g transmitter produces up to 1.5 Watts on 80m.

More information is on Michael's Website.

For the Amateur Radio Newsline, I'm Graham Kemp, VK 4BB, reporting from Brisbane, Australia.

One Mode Down, Two to Go! (Jan 8, 2009) -- With the advent of the ARRL's Triple
Play Award, on-air participation has reached a leve | of excitement not seen in recent
years.

This new, exciting award is available to all amateu  rs who confirm contacts with
each of the 50 states using three modes for each st  ate: CW, phone and
RTTY/digital. All 150 contacts must be made onora fter the January 1, 2009 and
must be confirmed via Logbook of The World (LoTW).

All bands -- with the exception of 60 meters -- may be used in pursuit of the Triple Play
Award.
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By Dan Romanchik KB6NU

All | Want for Christmas Is....

When | was a kid, we had an album (remember records
of Christmas songs for kids. The song | remember mo

All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth, My
front teeth.

Gee, if | could only have my two front teeth, Then
Chrith-math (sang with a lisp).

Seeing as how I've had my two front teeth for nearl
much have everything | want, | got to thinking abou
for Christmas this year. Here's what I've come up w
order, | want:

- MORE SUNSPOTS!

- the median age for ham radio operators to actua
means not only recruiting kids, but also younger ad

- the pessimists who are continually talking down
in the hobby and begin working to make it great.

- the FCC to appoint someone as effective as Rile
as the enforcer of the amateur radio service regula

- the FCC to pay a little more attention to amate
treat them as an afterthought.

- the silliness on 75m phone and 14.275 MHz to go

- the ARRL to work harder on making itself truly
for amateur radio" and on increasing the percentage
ARRL members.

- to be able to brag about all of ham radio's "pu
emergency and public service communications. Accord
* advancing the state of the radio art;
* improving our technical and operating skills;
* expanding the number of trained operators, te
experts; and
* enhancing international goodwill.

- ham radio clubs to grow and thrive even in thes

When | asked this question on Twitter, | got a coup
versions of a couple of wishes above, but | also go

- WORMT wants "all of us to get on the air more
for the hobby," and

- NT7S wants the hearts of ham grinches to grow

- N!'WBYV wants redesigns for most ham radio websi

| pretty much agree with all three. Happy New Year!

When not waiting for Santa to decided if he's been
KB6NU, teaches ham classes and blogs about ham radi

73, Dan KB6NU

on vinyl?) that had a bunch
st goes:

two front teeth, my two

| could wish you Merry

y 50 years now, and | pretty
t what | want for ham radio
ith so far. In no particular

lly decrease this year. This
ults.

ham radio to find new joy
y Hollingsworth to take over
tions.

ur radio regulations and not

QRT.

the "national association
of licensed hams that are

rposes," not only providing
ing to Part 97, these are:

chnicians, and electronics

e tough economic times.

le of answers that were
t a few more:

and act as good ambassadors

a couple of sizes.
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naughty or nice, Dan,
o ( www.kb6nu.com )
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Top 25 things vanishing from America;
#16 -- Ham radio

Tom Barlow

Jul 17th 2008 at 11:00AM

This series explores aspects of America that may soon be just a memory -- someded)esomse
gladly left behind. From the least impactful to the most, here are 25 bits of vanishing America.

An easy way to prolong a disaster is to have the respondents use dozens of differepatiblsom
communications systems, or operate them with no protocol. Yes, I'm thinking about KHatrina.
also thinking about a vanishing American treasureathateur radio operatdn the past five
years alone, the number of people holding active licedmsesiropped by 50,008ven though
Morse Code is not longer a requirement.

Many think of a ham radio operator as a tubes-and-wires geek, and thereasnatieeh to that
stereotype, although today's ham is more likely to be computer-savvy and involvedigredge
technologies. However, from my personal experience, | know them to be among our hatbn's
trained and most capable respondents to disasters. In the hands of the amatealuraeiers,
disaster communications become orderly and prioritized, as they employ theofg@ind training
received in gaining their licenses. As director of one of the nation's lavgektlong bicycle

tours, | watched the ham community deal with countless challenges wigmatian and
expertise, whether it was assembling a portable tower and repeatefigidheoordinating
emergency medical transport, or organizing the search for a lost childtheawvsit for countless
hours patiently looking out for the safety of thousands of people that would never know of their
efforts.

As cell phones and the Internet siphon off much of what once attracted people tr aathte
thenation's ham radio population is graying rapidbven the cash value of the radio bands
allocated to amateur radio, there willledentless pressure on the government to take back those
bandsso they can be sold. All these elements speak to a long, slow diminishment of a fretime
began with Marconi.

When amateur radio as we know it disappears, it won't be the radios we'll missniggethe
operators. 73's to a national treasure.

Tom Barlow, N8NLO
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146.820- | OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk
448.600- | OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 147.120+ | UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk

449.100- UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk
146.900- | OARC 123.0 Little Mtn 449.500- UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk
“Talk-in" (w/auto patch) ATV UARC Ch-58 Farnsworth Pk
448.575- | OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 177040 T DeArRe T 1330 A 5
(w/auto patch) ' : ntelope Is

447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope sl
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake

145.290- UBET 123.0 Brigham City
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol
146.640- BARC none Logan
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon

145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt

146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt

448.825- | IRLP/Echo | 123.0 Clearfield City
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak

147.360+ Summit 100.0 Lewis Peak
County
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt

Utah Beehive net HF

7.272 Mh#HF LSB

Daily @ 07:30 PM mt

Utah Code net HF

3.570 MhAHF CW

Daily @ 02:00 UTC

Utah Farm net HF

3.937 MhzHF LSB

Sunday @ 8:45 AM

Ogden OIld Timers HF net

7.193 MhAHF LSB

Sunday @ 7:30 PM

UBET ARC

145.430.23.0 (training net)

Sunday @ 8:30 PM

SATERN Net

149®- 123.0

Sunday @ 9:00 PM

Morgan Co Net

147.060 = simplex

Sunday @ 9:00 PM

UARC Info net

146.620- no PL tone required

Monday @ 9:00 PM

2-meter SSB net

144.250 Mh2-meter USB

Tuesday @ 8:00 PM

Weber ARES

448.600 - 123.0

Tuesday @ 8:00 PM

VHF Society Swap

147.120 6010

Tuesday @ 9:00 PM

Bridgerland ARC

147.260 + BB

Wednesday @ 8:00 PM

UBET ARC

145.290-, 14304, 448.300- (all 123.0)

Wednesday @ 8:30 PM

CSERG

145.770 simplex

Wednesday @ 9:00 PM

No. Utah 10m HF net

28.313 MhaF USB

Wednesday @ 9:00 PM

6-meter SSB net

50.125 Migzmeter USB

Thursday @ 6:30 PM

Davis Co Elmers Net

147.040 + 123.00ew Hams

Thursday @ 7:00 PM

Davis ARES

147.420simplex

Thursday @ 8:00 PM

Weber State ARC

146.820 - 3D (coming soon)

Thursday @ 8:00PM

RACES State VHF

145.490 23.0, 146.680 - 123.0
3" Thursday - even months only

Thursday @ 9:00PM

Wasatch Back Net

147.360 ©0.0

Saturday @ 8:00AM mst

RACES State HF

3.920 MtHF LSB
3" Saturday — odd months only

Saturday @ 11:00AM mst

QCWA net HF

7.272 MhHF LSB
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