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Congratulations to the following new hams/upgrades 

(February Weber Co VE Test Session)  
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Where are the Ham Radio Hackers? 
 

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 
 
 
On the Ten-Tec Omni VII Yahoo Group ( http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Ten-Tec-
Omni-VII/ ), one ham wrote: 
 
"If I was 17 years-old I would be hacking I-phones and other items like 
George Hotz, the 17 year-old from New Jersey who wa s able to unlock the Apple 
I-phone so that it could be used on other cell serv ice networks. 
 
"When I was his age, I was hacking dial telephones.  Then one day the phone 
company showed up at my house. My parents were not impressed with my 
technical abilities. 
 
"This morning there is a story that George has just  hacked the 'un-hackable' 
Sony 3 Play Station. He says the hack was 95% softw are and 5% hardware. 
 
"A quick check of the modifications site run by tha t guy over in Denmark, 
shows that there are NO MODS for the O7...interesti ng. I just wonder how many 
strange and wonderful things can be done with those  36 buttons/switches on 
the front panel. Can the O7 be made even better?" 
 
In my reply, I asked, "Why stop at pressing some bu ttons on the front panel? 
Why doesn't someone really hack the Omni VII and de velop a completely new 
software package for it?" Rigs like the Omni VII an d the Elecraft K3 would 
seem to be perfect candidates for this kind of hack ing. 
 
Sure, there is an order of magnitude difference bet ween a $300 iPod and a 
$3,000 radio, but we're big boys, aren't we? Beside s, aside from overdriving 
the finals, what real damage can you do to the radi o? It seems to me that 
even if you manage to screw up the software in the rig, you can get back to 
square one by simply re-loading the manufacturer's software. 
 
Ham radio operators have a long history of modifyin g their radios. Page 
through any stack of QSTs or CQ Magazines from the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, and 
you'll find many articles describing modifications to the popular radios of 
the day. About the only thing hams do to their rigs  today is to clip a diode 
to allow it to operate out-of-band. 
 
What does it say about the technical capabilities o f today's hams that we 
haven't yet done with our gear what some 17-year-ol d kid has done with the 
iPhone and the PlayStation? Why don't we have any t hird-party software for 
Omni VII or the K3? I think if a manufacturer actua lly encouraged third-party 
software development, they'd quickly gain a followi ng and make their brand 
even stronger, don't you? 
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http://reboot.fcc.gov  
 

 

pic goes here 
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Date: Tue, 12 Jan 2010 22:38:49 -0500 
Subject: [Worldradio] Earthquake Net Frequencies - 7045, 3720 kHz - Please keep clear 
 
From the CQ / WorldRadio Online Newsroom: 
  
All radio amateurs are requested to keep 7045 kHz a nd 3720 kHz clear  
for possible emergency traffic related to today's m ajor earthquake in Haiti. 
 
As late as 9,45 PM local time 0245 UTC we have not been able to  
contact any amateur or  emergency services stations  in Haiti. 
  
We are still keeping watch on 7045 kHz hoping that someone in Haiti  
may have access to a transceiver and at least a car  battery to run it. 
  
All information that has so far come from the Cuban  seismologists  
tell us of a very intense earthquake, and also of t he possibility of  
other events following. 
  
Following the advice of the geophysicists, we are k eeping the 7045  
and 3720 kiloHertz frequencies active until further  notice. �

�

 

New ARRL Web Site Coming Soon  (Feb 11, 2010) –  http://arrl.org  
 
After more than two years of planning, designing an d writing, we here at the ARRL 
are eagerly anticipating the launch of the new ARRL  Web site. We’ve been able to 
make the online experience easier for our members - - from the online store, to 
registering for a class, to finding a club -- plus we've created a new, enhanced 
member profile with many more options available. We ’ve made improvements with 
you in mind, making sure that we’ve created the eas iest, most enjoyable online 

experience possible. The new Web site will be avail able at the end of February. 
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GPS set for problems from the Sun   
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ARCS6 Members Meet  
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Recalling some of the vehicles we were driving at t hat time 
�

�
Left to Right: Jerry Warner W7VSS, John Merrill K7N JY, unknown visitor, Pleasant Figgins WA7ENF,  

Carl “Rudy” Ruthstrom W7GPN, Mack Gilbert K7HEN, Va l Campbell K7HCP  
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KLO’s Bob Payne remote broadcast booth at Rusty’s D rive-In 
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146.820- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
448.600- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
    
146.900- OARC 

“Talk-in” 
123.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
448.575- OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
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146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk  
147.120+ UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk  
449.100-  UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk 
449.500-  UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk 
ATV UARC Ch-58 Farnsworth Pk 
    
147.040+ DCARC 123.0 Antelope Isl  
447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope Isl  
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake  
    
145.290- UBET  123.0 Brigham City 
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
    
146.640- BARC none Logan 
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt 
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
    
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
    
145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
448.825- IRLP/Echo 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak 
    
147.360+ Summit 

County 
100.0 Lewis Peak 
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt Utah Beehive net HF 7.272 Mhz  HF LSB   
Daily @ 07:30 PM mt Utah Code net HF 3.570 Mhz  HF CW 
Daily @ 02:00 UTC Utah Farm net HF 3.937 Mhz  HF LSB 
   
Sunday @ 8:45 AM Ogden Old Timers HF net 7.193 Mhz  HF LSB 
Sunday @ 7:30 PM         UBET ARC           145.430 - 123.0 (training net) 
Sunday @ 8:30 PM         SATERN Net           145.900 - 123.0   
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         Morgan Co Net            147.060 = simplex 
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         UARC Info net             146.620- no PL tone required 
   
Monday @ 9:00 PM 2-meter SSB net 144.250 Mhz  2-meter USB 
   
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM  Weber ARES 448.600 - 123.0 
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM      VHF Society Swap 147.120 + 100.0 
Tuesday @ 9:00 PM      Bridgerland ARC 147.260 + 103.5 
   
Wednesday @ 8:00 PM UBET ARC         145.290-, 145.430-,  448.300- (all 123.0) 
Wednesday @ 8:30 PM CSERG           145.770  simplex 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM No Utah 10m HF net 28.313 Mhz  HF USB 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM 6-meter SSB net 50.125 Mhz  6-meter USB 
   
Thursday @ 6:30 PM      Davis Co Elmers Net        147.040 + 123.0 New Hams 
Thursday @ 8:00 PM      Weber State ARC 146.820 - 123.0 (coming soon) 
Thursday @ 8:00PM       State RACES VHF/IRLP 145.490 - 123.0, 146.680 - 123.0  

3rd Thursday - even months only  
Thursday @ 8:30 PM      Davis ARES        147.420 = simplex 
Thursday @ 9:00PM       Wasatch Back Net 147.360 + 100.0 
   
Saturday @ 8:00AM mst       RACES State HF 3.920 Mhz HF LSB  

3rd Saturday – odd months only 
Saturday @ 11:00AM mst       QCWA net HF 7.272 Mhz HF LSB  
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