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On December 2, this dairy truck crashed and rolled into the Logan River in Utah. Brent Yeates, KA7FAP,  was able 
to help rescue the driver and call for help on his handheld transceiver. [Photo courtesy of KSL TV Cha nnel 5]  
 

In areas where cell phone signals just won't work, Amateur Radio gets through. That's what 
happened when Brent Yeates, KA7FAP, of North Logan, Utah, found out just before noon on 
Wednesday, December 2 when he came across a dairy truck that had crashed and rolled over in the 
Logan River as he drove on Route 89 through Logan Canyon. 

As 38,000 gallons of dairy products were spilling into the Logan River, Yeates waded through the cold 
river to help get the driver out of the truck's cab and then put out a call on his handheld transceiver. 
Another ham, Brent Carruth, AD7VF, of Logan, was monitoring the repeater and heard Yeates make 
the call. Carruth listened as Yeates give a first-hand account of the condition of the driver and the 
seriousness of the crash and then called 911. According to The Herald Journal, Utah Highway Patrol 
officials originally reported that the call for help came from a motorist who traveled to a cell phone 
reception area before dialing 911. 

"What happened Wednesday, where a radio operator happened upon an accident, was not an 
isolated incident," Carruth told the newspaper. "It happens more frequently than one might suppose." 
Yeates, who owns property in the canyon and travels it weekly, agreed saying he says he helps a 
crash victim at least once a year: "When you pull up on an accident, your first concern is to make sure 
the driver or passengers are okay. I grabbed my fire extinguisher because there was smoke coming 
from the truck and I could hear the driver talking and he said he was okay." 

This is not the first time a radio amateur was on hand to help out in Logan Canyon: In March 2008, 
Eldon Kearl, K7OGM, of Fish Haven, Idaho, was driving in the Logan Canyon, Utah area when he 
came upon a driver who lost control of her truck in the snow. Her truck fell more than 100 feet over a 
cliff, and two of the three passengers were thrown from the truck. Using his handheld transceiver, 
Kearl was able to contact Roger Ellis, KE7HTE, of Logan through the local repeater to ask for help. 

Carruth explained that a radio operator virtually anywhere in the mountains of Cache or Rich County 
can broadcast a signal to the repeater that sits atop Logan Peak in the Bear River Mountains east of 
Logan. The cluster of communication equipment rises about 5200 feet above the valley floor, giving 
gives the spot a strong vantage point over much of the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest. The 
Logan River rises in the Bear River Mountains in Idaho and flows south, then southwest through 
Logan Canyon and the Wasatch-Cache National Forest to the city of Logan in the Cache Valley. It 
then joins the Little Bear River a few kilometers west of Logan and about eight kilometers upstream 
from where the Little Bear River joins the Bear River. -- Information provided by The Herald Journal 



 

 

 

ARRL Licensing Study Guides Coming to an eBook Read er Near You  

 

ARRL is pleased to announce that owners of Kindle -- an electronic book 
reader sold by Amazon.com -- can now download ARRL's Tech Q&A 
directly from the online bookseller for use on their Kindle. Kindle is 
shaped much like a book with a paper-like screen that displays text and 
pictures. Those who have the Kindle application installed on 
their Apple iPhone or iPod touch can also download the book to be used 
on these devices.  

When you download the Tech Q&A, you can gain access quickly and easily, smoothing the 
path to your first ham radio license within minutes.  

This ideal study tool -- whether you’re at home, in the office, traveling or just on the go -- lets 
you review the questions and answers from the entire Technician question pool so you can 
pass the 35-question exam. Kindle versions of the General Q&A and the Amateur Extra Q&A 
will be available sometime in January.  

All three can be purchased from Amazon.com for $9.99 each. 
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I tried to be safe, but….. 
 
I needed to cut some larger dead branches out of my flowering pear tree.  I thought it out and 
took some proper and safe precautions. I collected my tower climbing belt, my hard hat, my 
ladder and my chain saw. After securing the ladder at about the 12-15 foot mark in the tree I 
put on my gear and climbed to where I was going to make the required chain saw cuts.� 
 
I belted off on a large branch and tested the setup by leaning back to make sure everything 
was safe and secure.  I then proceeded to start the chain saw and began cutting the first 
branch while sort of leaning back on the harness.  Out of my sight behind the ladder I was 
not only cutting the branch, but was also my nylon strap.  
 
It was then, at an odd angle, that I happened to notice that the strap was almost sawn 
through. My heart almost stopped when I realized that in another second or two the strap 
would have parted and I would have fallen backwards off the ladder to who knows what end. 
The pictures show just how close I came to a bad accident. 
 

 

 �
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TNX  Kent, WA7AHY 



*��'.�����':
2� �
 

$5�
:�2�
2.���6��'9�
':6:'@  

 
The Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Organ 

 
Wednesday 11 November 09 

 
At Peery's Egyptian Theatre in Ogden 
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Hear the Beauty, Feel the Power 
 

By Kent Gardner WA7AHY 
 
 

The first 2009 field trip of the Ogden Amateur Radio Club was awe inspiring to the 28 who 
attended a special technical presentation at the Peery Egyptian Theatre in downtown Ogden 
on Wednesday 11 November 2009.  Amateur operators and their families and other friends 
and neighbors came from as far away as Salt Lake City and Logan to witness this special 
event. 
 
The Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre organ was the subject of the presentation by Dave Park.  Mr. 
Park was the technician primarily responsible for moving a 1920s pipe organ from a theatre 
in California and installing it in the historic Egyptian Theatre.  Mr. Park with the help of John 
Snow the technical director showed pictures on the screen of what the components and 
pipes and instruments looked like and demonstrated how they worked and played music that 
showed this wonderful instrument’s capabilities.  The Wurlitzer organ keyboard also controls 
actual instruments like drums, cymbals, chimes, car and ooghah horns and a xylophone.  
The original purpose of the organs was to provide music and ambient atmosphere for silent 
movies.  They basically replaced entire orchestras. 
 
The actual organ and most all of the thousands of pipes were 80 or so years old, With some 
help from modern electronics and computers the organ was upgraded and is now rated as 



one of the premier instrument of it’s type in the world.  Famous organists jump at the chance 
to come to Ogden to play it.  The four computers that run it can intercept the control codes 
and store any performance on a computer hard drive.  The computer can then play the piece 
back exactly as originally performed. 
 

 
 
The Wurlitzer Organ in all it’s glory. The original was white, but the Peery Egyptian Theatre 
Foundation had it sent back East to be repainted a more professional looking black. 
 
 

 
 
Computerized keyboard projected on screen show which keys are pressed at any one 
instant. 



 

 
 
Dave Park demonstrating different features of the organ 
 
 
 

 
 
Several examples of some of the smaller pipes used. 
 



 

 
 
John Snow, left, was the technical director and Dave Park was the presenter/master 
technician. 
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146.820- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
448.600- OARC 123.0 Mt Ogden 
    
146.900- OARC 

“Talk-in” 
123.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
448.575- OARC 100.0 Little Mtn 

(w/auto patch) 
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146.620- UARC none Farnsworth Pk  
147.120+ UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk  
449.100-  UARC 146.2 Farnsworth Pk 
449.500-  UARC 100.0 Farnsworth Pk 
ATV  UARC Ch-58 Farnsworth Pk 
    
147.040+ DCARC 123.0 Antelope Isl  
447.200- DCARC 127.3 Antelope Isl  
449.925- DCARC 100.0 No Salt Lake  
    
145.290- UBET  123.0 Brigham City 
145.430- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
448.300- UBET 123.0 Thiokol 
    
146.640- BARC none Logan 
146.720- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
147.260+ BARC 103.5 Promontory Pt 
449.625- BARC 103.5 Mt Logan 
    
145.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
449.250- WSU 123.0 * coming soon 
    
145.490- K7HEN 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
146.920- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
449.775- N7TOP 123.0 Promontory Pt 
    
448.825- IRLP/Echo 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.950- IRLP 123.0 Clearfield City 
449.425- IRLP 100.0 Nelson Peak 
    
147.360+ Summit 

County 
100.0 Lewis Peak 
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Daily @ 12:30 PM mt Utah Beehive net HF 7.272 Mhz  HF LSB   
Daily @ 07:30 PM mt Utah Code net HF 3.570 Mhz  HF CW 
Daily @ 02:00 UTC Utah Farm net HF 3.937 Mhz  HF LSB 
   
Sunday @ 8:45 AM Ogden Old Timers HF net 7.193 Mhz  HF LSB 
Sunday @ 7:30 PM         UBET ARC           145.430 - 123.0 (training net) 
Sunday @ 8:30 PM         SATERN Net           145.900 - 123.0   
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         Morgan Co Net             147.060 = simplex 
Sunday @ 9:00 PM         UARC Info net             146.620- no PL tone required 
   
Monday @ 9:00 PM 2-meter SSB net 144.250 Mhz  2-meter USB 

    
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM  Weber ARES 448.600 - 123.0 
Tuesday @ 8:00 PM      VHF Society Swap 147.120 + 100.0 
Tuesday @ 9:00 PM      Bridgerland ARC 147.260 + 103.5 
   
Wednesday @ 8:00 PM UBET ARC         145.290-, 145.430-,  448.300- (all 123.0) 
Wednesday @ 8:30 PM CSERG           145.770  simplex 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM No. Utah 10m HF net 28.313 Mhz  HF USB 
Wednesday @ 9:00 PM 6-meter SSB net 50.125 Mhz  6-meter USB 
   
Thursday @ 6:30 PM      Davis Co Elmers Net        147.040 + 123.0 New Hams 
Thursday @ 8:00 PM      Weber State ARC 146.820 - 123.0 (coming soon) 
Thursday @ 8:00PM       State RACES VHF/IRLP 145.490 - 123.0, 146.680 - 123.0  

3rd Thursday - even months only  
Thursday @ 8:30 PM      Davis ARES        147.420 = simplex 
Thursday @ 9:00PM       Wasatch Back Net 147.360 + 100.0 
   
Saturday @ 8:00AM mst       RACES State HF 3.920 Mhz HF LSB  

3rd Saturday – odd months only 
Saturday @ 11:00AM mst       QCWA net HF 7.272 Mhz HF LSB  
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