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If you are not already a member of the Ogden Amateur Radio Club, then we hope this manual will show you what the OARC has to offer for your membership. You are encouraged to join, whether you like to just be around others with your same interests or whether you want to take an active, working part in club projects. Ask a club member or officer for a membership application and send it with the appropriate dues payable to:

Ogden Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 3353

Ogden, Utah 84409
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An Introduction to the OARC

_____________________

What is the OARC?

The Ogden Amateur Radio Club (OARC) is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Utah. 

The purpose of the club is to promote interest in amateur radio communication and experimentation, education, advancement of the art of radio, public service, the exchange of information between members and to conduct club programs and activities to advance the general interest and welfare of Amateur Radio.

Full membership is open to all licensed Radio Amateurs. Associate membership is open to all other interested parties.

As a member you may attend monthly club meetings, receive the Watts News, take part in club activities and enjoy the friendship, help, or advice of the many others in this interesting and enjoyable hobby. Full membership is required to vote or hold office.

OARC members are encouraged, but not required, to maintain membership in the American Radio Relay League (ARRL). OARC is an ARRL affiliate as long as a minimum percentage of the club members are also ARRL members. ARRL affiliation provides the club with services not otherwise available. OARC members can obtain ARRL membership through OARC, which is advantageous to the club, or directly from the ARRL.

_____________________

Monthly Meetings

Monthly meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month, at a date, time, and place announced in the Watts News.  Meetings consist of programs provided by club members or guests on a wide variety of subjects.

Services

_____________________

Club Newsletter

Watts News is the official newsletter of the OARC and is received as a benefit of membership in the club. The Watts News brings you news of club meetings, club officers' names and phone numbers, and informative articles of interest. You are encouraged to submit articles to the editor for publication.

_____________________

License Classes

License classes are provided by club members to help those interested in obtaining their first ham "ticket" or to help those amateurs who want to upgrade to a higher class of license.  Contact any OARC club officer for more information.

_____________________

Emergency Services

The amateur radio community provides a ready source of communications personnel for service in the community during times of emergency. The OARC works with the Weber County Emergency Groups in simulated emergencies. The club maintains equipment that is intended to support emergency operations plus regular club activities.

_____________________

ARRL Affiliation

The OARC is affiliated with the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) of Newington, CT.  The ARRL is the largest non-commercial association of radio amateurs in the world that stands as a unified voice to promote the interests of the radio amateur community.  The ARRL produces a complete line of reference manuals and publishes QST Magazine, popular with radio amateurs. The ARRL also operates amateur station W1AW, providing on-the-air bulletins and code practice.  Consult QST for W1AW's current broadcasting schedule.

As a member of the ARRL, there are many fine and challenging award programs available.  Membership in the ARRL is not required, but you may join the ARRL directly or through the OARC.  A small portion of their membership fee is rebated to the OARC.

Events

The following are regular club events.  If you are interested, make a note of them on your calendar and contact any activity committee member that is responsible for any particular event.  Always check the Watts News or stay in touch via the seventy-centimeter nets for the latest information on these events.

_____________________

August Steak Fry 

Each August, the club holds a Steak Fry at an area park, with a steak dinner for all that attend. The dinner is potluck so everyone takes a passing dish to share with others.  This is a perfect time to meet and share all your old stories with your friends and their families.  Our Gourmet Chefs insure that this is one of our top annual events.

_____________________

Fox Hunts 

At least once a year, fox "hunts" are held to find hidden transmitters.  Members select an amateur to be the "Fox".  The Fox moves to a location he selects and transmits signals that the others attempt to locate in the shortest time possible.  Members may use everything from simple radios and antennas, to developing special locating antennas and receivers.  No matter what method you finally select to use, this event always ends up with everyone gaining the knowledge of how to do it better next time, and having lots of fun doing it too!

_____________________

Field Day 

Perhaps the premier operating event of the year, Field Day is a test of the amateur's abilities in many ways, from such mundane everyday tasks as cooking to digging weak signals out of a pile of QRM.  This even is an AARL directed event and is open to all of the amateurs in the AARL and CARL.  Foreign stations may be contacted but are not eligible to compete.

Field Day takes place on the last full weekend in June.  The object is to contact as many stations as possible under less than optimum conditions.  The most common condition is that a temporary station location is selected, often in an empty field, hence the name "Field Day".  Antennas are erected, tents or campers are set up, portable power generators are started and equipment is all checked out.  At 12:00 noon local time, Field Day begins.  During the next 24 hours, hams attempt to contact as many other hams as possible, all the while contending with equipment failures, meals, bugs (the real kind), and the many other problems that can arise while operating possibly many miles from civilization.

Many may choose to use solar power, battery power, or utility company power.  Others may operate from their home.  If you choose to operate "in the field", then your skills and equipment and your ability of operation will be tested.  The publicity generated will acquaint the public with the capabilities of the radio amateur under adverse conditions.

Points are awarded for everything from type of power used to public relations, from satellite contacts to message originations.  Field Day always starts and ends with hard work, but the enjoyment of operating in the middle and the reflections afterwards, give you one of the most rewarding events in ham radio today.

_____________________

Swap Meets 

Swap meets are an important part of amateur radio.  They are an electronic Mecca to which all hams must travel time and again.  Swap meets provide a source of new treasures and a place to dispose of treasures of the past.  The OARC usually has at least a couple of its own each year as a part of a regular meeting or as a part of the August Steak Fry.

_____________________

Nets 

Weber County Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) Net; Held on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM for handling message traffic, announcements, equipment sales, and wants.  All hams, especially those interested in public service activities, are invited.

History

On July 12, 1982, Gordon Howes, KE70V, and Lee Ernstrom, WA7HOD, talked with Dr. W. G. Garner, W7SU, at his home.  The following is an excerpt of a story written by the hand of Dr. Garner, which relates how the Ogden Amateur Radio Club was formed.  His story marks the OARC as one the oldest organized amateur radio clubs in Utah, perhaps even in the nation.

In order to make the record more complete and perhaps better understood, it is necessary to delve into a bit of personal history and some of the early day history of amateur and commercial radio activities, as I know them from personal experience, and early association with these arts and sciences in amateur and commercial fields. 

As far back as I can clearly remember, it is difficult to relate to a time or era in which I was not deeply interested in means of communication, other than by personal contact.

I learned the old Morse telegraph code at the grand old age of nine years (1911).  I designed and built my own telegraph key and sounder the following year and communicated by telegraph over a land line strung on fence posts, with a neighbor boy living four houses away.  I read everything I could lay my hands on relative to the then rather new means of communication, "wireless telegraphy".  Marconi's experiments and inventions in wireless communications intrigued me greatly.  I then resolved that someday, somehow, I would have my own wireless receiver and transmitter, and become a part of that wonderful means of communication in an amateur way.  Many advances and discoveries were to take place in this new field, until my dreams of accomplishment in low power wireless communication could be realized.

Before high speed, reliable code communications could be achieved, on a worldwide basis, it was necessary for stations in the United States, (most of them government owned and operated) to make drastic changes in the characters (dots and dashes) of the code in use by such stations.

I am sure that most of you know or have heard of the great sea disaster, the sinking of the steamship "Titanic".  This was at the time (1912) the largest and greatest passenger steamship ever built, "The Unsinkable Titanic".  Its maiden voyage terminated by its sinking in the North Atlantic as a result of a collision with a gigantic iceberg.

All wireless stations in most of the world, excepting the United States, had adopted the International Morse Code as their means of communication.  We stubbornly held on to the antiquated old Morse Code in our communications systems.  (There are about thirteen letters that differ in their components, dots and dashes, of the two codes.) This resulted in a considerable amount of confusion and somewhat hampered rescue operations when the Titanic went down.  As a result of this experience, the United States did away with the old Morse Telegraph Code and adopted the International Morse Code in radio communications.

I applied for examination to qualify for an operator and station license in the late winter of 1914 and in the early spring of 1915 I took and passed the examination and met the requirements for that license from the examining officer, "Mr. Redfern", Department of Commerce, Customs Office, Seattle, Washington, and was issued the station call of 7EW, Evanston, Wyoming.  My first transmitter consisted of a Ford automobile spark coil, home made spark gap, an old telegraph key and a six volt storage battery.  The receiver was a home made tuning coil with a silicon detector, 1000 Ohm Murdock receiver, and a home made 23 plate variable condenser.

With this "sophisticated home made equipment", I was able to hear a ship at sea communicating with two other amateurs, (unlicensed) in the area.  At the time, a transmitter that was deemed incapable of transmitting signals across state lines did not require a license from the Department of Commerce.

My next transmitter consisted of a 1/2 kW Thordason transformer with a secondary voltage of 10,000 volts, a large fixed spark gap and a heavier key for forming coded characters in dot and dashes.  The old tuning coil in the receiver was replaced with a new home made variable coupler with primary and secondary windings, a new 43- plate condenser from Sears and Roebuck and a new and improved crystal detector known as a "crystaloy" detector.  This device was adjusted by simply rotating a disc, instead of fishing with a "cats whisker" for a sensitive spot in the silicon or galena detector.

About this time, Lee DeForest invented and developed his first two element vacuum tube to replace the silicon and galena detectors then in use.  This was followed by the addition of a third element, called a grid, that greatly increased the tubes detecting ability.

DeForest tubes were prohibitive "cost wise" to the amateur fraternity, but in a few months the audio-tron was produced for amateur use.  This device was a cylindrical vacuum tube containing two elements for creating the electron stream, (one was a spare in case the other burned out).  Three wires at one end protruded from the tube to form the connections for the double filament, and at the other end two wires protruded for the grid and plate connections.  These tubes cost about $5.00, a whopping sum for young experimenters in those days (1916).  With the addition of this new detection device (vacuum tube detector) and my 1/2 kW transmitter, connected to a 40 foot two element antenna about 30 feet off the ground, I was able to make one of the first interstate communications between an amateur in Wyoming, and another in Utah.  Myself in Evanston, 7EW, and Marvin S. Andelin, 6JT was the first Utah Amateur station with the power and capability of conducting interstate communications.  I was happy to be a participant in the first Wyoming-Utah amateur radio contact.

With the entry of the United States in World War I, all amateur stations were ordered closed down and completely dismantled.  All amateur radio activity ceased in the United States until a few months following the close of World War I.

In the meantime, my family moved from Evanston, Wyoming to Ogden, Utah, (366 32nd Street) where in the early spring of 1918 I again applied to the Commerce

Department for a new post-war amateur radio license and was issued the call letters and license 60T for the Ogden address.

I was then serving my apprenticeship with the Lighthouse Electric Co., under the Supervision of George E Wilso and Clair Ecklund, owners of the Lighthouse Electric Company.  After the required period of service and the qualifying examinations, I was awarded my journeyman electricians ticket.  While at the Lighthouse Electric (approximately 2470 Washington Blvd), which at that time was located next door north of the old Washington Market, I received permission to install my radio equipment in a spare room above the store, and my antenna on the roof of their building.  I applied for a license for this address and was issued the call 602.  The transmitter power had been increased one full kilowatt with the addition of a Benwood rotary spark gap and a sophisticated four tube receiver.  One stage untuned R.F. amplifier, a regenerative detector and two stages of audio amplification were all home assembled from available commercial parts.  The sensitivity results attained with this receiver were remarkable.  In sensitivity, it was almost equal to the later sophisticated multi-tube jobs, available at a cost of several hundred dollars.  With this equipment, communications were conducted with amateur stations in most of the United States and the Territory of Hawaii.  One reliable contact was with Major Lawrence Matt, on St. Catalina Island off he coast of California.

In 1921, I became well acquainted with Glen Quillinan at 2264 Lincoln Avenue.  I had coached Glen in preparation for his radio license, which he acquired in the summer of 1920, call letters, 6AEZ.  Since I had no permanent place to install my equipment, and G1en had no equipment, we built a cozy shack adjoining his father's garage.  I installed my equipment there and operated under his call, 6AEZ.  I was chief operator and Quillinan, the second operator.

There were a few other young men in Ogden, some of whom had equipment or were in the process of acquiring some.  One who had recently ordered his equipment was Ralph Flygare, who lived next door north of the old Weber Academy.  Another was a young man named "Cook".  I can not recall his first name.  He had a 1/4 kW spark outfit it his father's residence on 24th Street between Adams and Jefferson, north side.  Another was named "Crawshaw".  We called him "Chickey".  He was closely associated with Cook.  There was one other located on Riverdale Road near Roy.  I don't recall his name or call letters.

In the spring of 1921 I suggested to Quillinan that we call the known amateurs in the Ogden area together for the purpose of forming an active radio club, for the purpose of exchanging ideas and discussing progress and recent developments in the field of amateur radio communications.  Quillinan thought the idea an excellent one and I personally contacted all the prospective members I knew.  The meeting was called for a Saturday afternoon, about the middle of May 1921.  

Those attending were:


W. Glen Garner 




G1en Quillinan 


Ralph Flygare 

"Chickey" Crawshaw


George W. Cook (6CW) 208 27th Street, Ogden, UT (.5 kW)

Howard D. Harris (6AJA) Ogden High School, Ogden, UT (1.0 kW)
Updated history 07 May 07.

This information was researched/found by Tim Larson, Ph.D. of the University of Utah.  He found their names in the RSUS Edition July 1, 1916 (Radio Stations of the United States).  This information was then provided to Kent S. Gardner, WA7AHY, OARC Historian.

7

